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rigorously suppressed since the French occupation of the
country.
In regard to-the family life of the natives, M. Tauxier
remarks that, like the negroes of West Africa in general,
they have a more or less pronounced system of communism,
which is of the patriarchal type in the regions of the Sudan,
but of the matriarchal type in the regions bordering on the
Coast.    Of this matriarchal type a characteristic feature is
the descent of property, not to a man's own children, but to
his nephews, the children of his sisters, and in particular to
the eldest son of his eldest sister.    This, for example, is the
rule of succession  among the  Koulangos.    Among them,
when the head of a household dies, his own son counts for
nothing in the house ;  it is the eldest son of the eldest sister
of the deceased who succeeds, not only to the dignity and the
property of his uncle, but also to his widows, and in the
capacity of heir comes and takes up his abode in the house.
However, though the dead man's son gets nothing at the
death of his father, his turn comes when his maternal uncle
goes the way of all flesh ;  for then he steps into his uncle's
shoes and enters into possession of his uncle's house, goods,
and widows.   Thus it comes about that there is a perpetual
circulation of nephews from house to house when death has
removed the head of a family.    It is another symptom of
matriarchal institutions that among the Koulangos a man
has the right to pledge his sisters' sons, but not his own sons,
as security for his debts ;   and yet another is the custom
which permits a woman after marriage to continue to reside
with her parents instead of going to live with her husband.
In the same tribe cross-cousins (the children of a brother and
a sister respectively) are allowed to marry each other, but
ortho-cousins (the children of two brothers or of two sisters)
are forbidden to do so.   This distinction between cousins of
different sorts in respect of marriageability is very widespread
among the lower races,  though it is  completely ignored
among most of the higher.
While the Koulangos and the Abrons subsist mainly by
agriculture and arboriculture, the Dyoulas are, above all, a
tribe of traders, and by the adoption of Mohammedanism have
risen to a higher religious level than the pagan tribes among